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1.1 The World War II  in the Pacific

1) Commencement of the World War II in the Pacific

2) During the War – No American Culture

3) End of the World War II in the Pacific

1. The World War II  in the Pacific and Post War Japan

1.2.  Post War Japan, Occupied Japan

1) Occupied Japan

2) Spreading of American Culture

2



Visit by Prime Minister Abe to Hawaii 75 years later

December 27, 2016, Pearl Harbor

The Power of Reconciliation: Address by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe

1) Commencement of the World War II in the Pacific

1.1 The World War II  in the Pacific 3



Sudden Japanese attack to Pearl Harbor

Beginning of the Pacific War

Commenced on Dec. 7, 1941

by 353 Imperial Japanese fighter Planes 

Battleships, Cuisers & Destoyers 

Sunk or Damaged

U.S. Aircrafts Destroyed

2,403 Americans killed
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2) During World War II 

-Controlled American Culture by Japanese Military -

(1) No English Language
No “English” Stage Names

No Borrowed English Words

Itsuo Oishi : “Prohibit English” Goma-Shobo (2007)

“Dick” Mine                三根耕一 (Koichi Mine)

Miss Columbia            松原操 (Misao Matsubara)

Victor Chorus              勝鬨 (Kachidoki)

Columbia Chorus        日畜合唱団 (Nicchiku Gassho-dan)
“Dick” Mine

Baseball Game Poster

Rugby                          闘球
Volleyball                    排球
Golf                             打球 or芝球
Handball                      送球
Ski                               雪滑
Skate                           氷滑
Record                        音盤
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(2) No American Culture

Tomio Sakuramoto : “Songs and War” Atene-Shobo (2005)

Issued “Official Weekly Gazette, No.328” on Jan. 28, 1943

Withdrawing American and English Music Records from Music Stores

<Jazz>

“Dinah”,  “My Blue Heaven”, Alexander's Ragtime Band

<American Folk Song>

“Yankee Doodle”,  “My Old Kentucky Home”,  

“Home on the Range”,  “Old Black Joe”,  “Aloha ‘Oe”

<American Popular Song>

“Get Out and Get Under The Moon”,  “St. Louis Blues”

“American Patrol Op.92”,  “Sing Me A Song Of Araby”

<British Folk Song>

“Londonderry Air”,  “Comin' Thro' the Rye”,   

“Annie Laurie”   Official Weekly Gazette, 

No.328 (Jan. 28, 1943)
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End of War  on Aug. 15, 1945

3) End of the World War II in the Pacific

Destroyed Japan by Air Raids

Burned Out Millions of People 

Y. Nakano :”War and People No.5”, Asahi Newspaper (1995)
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General Headquarter (GHQ)

Military Bases 

Camps

Residences for Officers and Officials

Requisitioned 

Buildings

Residences, Lands

Various places in Japan

Aug. 30    Douglas MacArthur

1.2.1 Occupied Japan

GHQ      Daiichi Life Insurance 

1.2  Post War Japan, Occupied Japan

”Occupied Japan, Taken Photos by US Force”, Kawade Shobo (1995)
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Suddenly “Spaces under Occupation 

by US Army” Appeared 

Times Square       Ginza Street 

MP Office      Teikoku Life Insurance 

Ernie Pyle Theater       

Tokyo Takarazuka Theater
Y. Sato : Occupied Tokyo, Kawade Shobo (2006)
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1) English Conversation Boom

Radio Texts of English

for English Conversation 

March Issue in 1946(upper)

for Practical English Conversation

Issued in Oct. 1945 (Lower)     

Japanese-English Conversation, 11-1946 (Left)

Comic Book in Roman Alphabet, 8-1946 (Right)

1.2.2 Spreading of American Culture-

Come, Come Everybody by Mr. Hirakawa
♪ ♪

Y. Nakano :”War and People No.5”, Asahi Newspaper (1995)

”Occupied Japan, Taken Photo by US Force”, Kawade Shobo (1995)

10



Jazz

Popular Music,  Dance Music

Latin,    Chanson

Country & Western Music

.

.

<Jazz>

2) Radio Broadcasting from AFRS

（Armed Force Radio Service)

WVTR (Tokyo)  1945-

WVTQ (Osaka)   1945-

WVTC (Nagoya) 1946-

WLKI (Fukuoka) 1946-

etc

Networked in Japan through Radio Stations

Aired Music = Role of Lubricants to Smooth Racial Exchange, 

Overcoming Walls of Language and Culture  

Mamoru Touya ; A Look for Popular Music / Keiso Shobo(2003)

”Occupied Japan, Taken Photo by US Force”,

Kawade Shobo (1995)

Radio Station of WVTR
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2.1 Entertainments in Clubs of Occupation Force Camps

2.2 Entertainments by Japanese in Clubs

2.3 Japanese Musicians and Singers, Later Became Famous, 

Performed in Occupation Force Clubs

2.4 Country Music Entertainments 

2.   Entertainment Business in Occupation Force Camps
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OC（Officer‘s Club）
Sea Men’s Club

Air Men’s Club

NCO（Non Commissioned Club）
EM（Enlisted Club)

CC (Civilian Club) 

2.1 Entertainments in Clubs of Occupation Force Camps

Quonset Huts

Mamoru Touya ; From Occupation Force Clubs to Japanese Pop Songs / Misuzu  Shobo(2005)

Y. Sato : Occupied Tokyo, Kawade Shobo (2006)
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2.2 Entertainments by Japanese in Clubs

Light Music, Classical Music, Magic, Acrobatics, 

Judo, Karate, Flower Arrangement, etc

Mamoru Touya ; Analyzing Popular Music in the Age of Mass Media / Keiso  Shobo(2016)

2.3 Japanese Musicians and Singers, Later Became Famous, 

Performed in Occupation Force Clubs
Popular Music Singer

Izumi Yukimura, Chiemi Eri, Peggy Hayama, Yoshiko Ishii, Kazuko Matsuo

Jazz Player

Yuzuru Sera, Hidehiko Matsumoto, George Kawaguchi, Toshio Oida, 

Hidehiko Matsumoto, Shungo Sawada, 

Band Leader

Smiley Ohara, Nobuo Hara, 

Music Production President

Nabe-Pro (Shin and Misa Watanabe)  Hori-Pro (Takeo Hori)

Tennessee Waltz by Chiemi Eri
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Mamoru Touya ; From Shinchu-gun Clubs to Japanese Popular Music, Misuzu Shobo(2005)

Toshiyuki Tsuda; MA Thesis(2006)   Michael Furmannovski (2006) ,    

1947 Wild Geese (Student Band in Kyoto)

1948 Western Ramblers by Hiroshi Toyama

1949 Chuck Wagon Boys

B. Kuroda, T. Ihara, H. Sogabe et al.

1951  Wagon Masters       M. Harada, T. Hori, K. Kosaka, K. Teramoto et al.

1955 Tomi Fujiyama

1957 Takeo Hori, Keiichi Teramoto & Swing West 

1957 Jimmie Tokita & Mtn Playboys

1960  Yoshio Ohno & Country Mates 

Sang in US Army Camp First, then Became Famous in Japan

Kazuya Kosaka, Jimmie Tokita, Yoshio Ohno,  Keiichi Teramoto, 

Charlie Nagatani et al.

2.4 Country Music Entertainments

To Meet Taste in 

Country Music for GIs

A. Changing to Country Music Bands

from Hawaiians Bands, Jazz Bands

B. College Bands 
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3.  Spreading of Country Music in Japan

1) Western Movies and Country Music 

2) Country Music Radio Programs

3) Country Music Societies and Record Concerts 

4) Country Music Magazines

5) Importing Country Records

6) Musical Instruments

7) Release of Country Records
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(1940)  Stage Coach / “Burry Me Not on Lone Prairie”

1947 My Darling Clementine / “My Darling Clementine” 

1949 The Paleface / “Buttons & Bows”

1951 She Wore a Yellow Ribbon / “She Wore a Yellow…”

1952 High Noon/ “High Noon”

1953 Shane / “The Call of the Far-away Hills”

1957 Gun Fight at the OK Corral / “OK Corral”

1958 The Big Country / “The Big Country”

Around 1951 “Golden Era of Western Movies”

“Burry Me Not on Lone Prairie”, 

“Buttons & Bows” 

by Izumi Yukimura, cute young girl

Country Music Called   “Western Music”

1) Western Movies and Country Music

Jimmie Tokita : 

Western Movie Hit Songs
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1952 WVTR “Honsyu Hayride” 11：30-12：00 and 16：00～16：30

1957/Feb. Bunka Broadcast “Sunday Western”  15：40-

by Tetsyua Shimamura & Mariko Tanaka

Theme Music w/“Moovin‘ On” by Hank Snow 

1958 Radio Kanto “Western Jamboree” 18：00-18：10

by Fumio Suzuki, 

T/M w/ “Carolina Breakdown” by Don Gibson

1961 Radio Kanto “Western Holiday” 9:30-12:00 on Sun.

“Western Town” 6:05-6:20 Everyday w/o on Sun.

2) Country Music Radio Programs

Ad of Radio Kanto on Back Cover of 

Program of Tokyo Grand Ole Opry in 1961
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1952 “Music Life” Club

1955 Country & Western Music Society (Tokyo)

1954 American Folk Music Society (Osaka)   etc

<Music Societies>

3) Country Music Societies and Record Concerts

Tokyo

1952 “Music Life Friend Club”,  Explained by H. Fujii, T. Ihara and K. Yui

1955           “Western Music Fun Club

Country & Western Music Society 

Osaka

1955 “Vertical Cabinet”

American Folk music Society 

Kensuke Sugie; Country & Western, No. 2(1963) p2     

Toshiyuki Tsuda; MA Thesis(2006)

<Monthly Record Concerts>
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4) Country Music Magazines

1951 Reissue of “Music Life” Magazine – Country, Hawaiian, Tango etc

1958 “Western Journal” -

ca. 30 Pages   Published only 3 Issues

Kensuke Sugie; Country & Western, No. 2(1963) p2     Toshiyuki Tsuda; MA Thesis(2006)

Kind Offer by S. Mabuchi
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“Country and Western” Magazine, No. 1,   Issued in May 1963

Edited by Takashi Shimbo and Masaaki Yoshimura

Cover

Table of Contents

1963 “Country & Western” Magazine

30-50 Pages       Published over 80 Issues to Late ’70s
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4)   Importing Country Records

5)   Musical Instruments

These Shops Located in Student Town, Kanda
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6) Release of Country Records 

Many Country Records of USA 

(RCA Victor, Columbia, Decca, Dot, 

United Artists, Capitol, MGM, Kapp 

Epic, Vanguard etc) Released by Japanese

Record Companies in Japan
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4.   Golden Era of “Western” (Country) Music

4.1   Live Western Music for Japanese

4.2   Sensation of “Rockabilly” and Authentic Country Music

4.3   3 Japanese “Western” Musicians, Clung to Country Music
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1) “Jazz Kissa” - Live at Music Café -

4.1   Live Western Music for Japanese

Live Schedule of ACB on Back Cover of 

Program of Tokyo Grand Ole Opry

Outbreak of Korean War in 1950

Decreasing Live Performances in Occupation Force Camps

Entertaining Country Music for Japanese People

Jazz, Hawaiian, Chanson, Western (Country), Latin and so on

Played at Café Called “Jazz Kissa”

Ginza ; Tennessee, ACB, New Mimatsu, Tact    Ikebukuro ; Drum, Swan 

Shinjuku ; ACB, La Seine, Opera House     Shibuya ; Theatre, Prince

etc

Ginza ACB in 1959 New Mimatsu in 1957
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2) “Western Carnival” - Live Country Music Concert-

Western (Country) Musicians Played at Several “Jazz Kissas”

Gathered and Started  Live Music Concert Called “Western Carnival”

at Tokyo Video Hall in 1953              

Twice a Year --- Precious Opportunities  in Front of Lots of Audience

Raised Gradually in Popularity among Yong People

Some Singers in Bands Got Popularity

Minoru Harada & Wagon AceWagon MastersChuck Wagon Boys

Kazuya Kosaka Willy OkiyamaK. TeramotoBiji Kuroda

Later Big Star in

Different Fields

Hiroshi Moriya

Hiroshi Inoue

Takuya Joe

Mitsuo Sagawa
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Nichi-Geki, Nippon Theater

4.2   Sensation of “Rockabilly” and Authentic Country Music

Great Hit of “Heartbreak Hotel” 

by E. Presley in 1956

Also Carl Perkins, Gene Vincent

Raised Popularity

Moved to Large Hall       Nichi-Geki
Finished “Western Carnival at 8 times

from  1953 to Autumn in 1957

The 1st “Nichi-Geki Western Carnival”

on Feb. 8, 1958 

1) “Nichi-Geki Western Carnival”

Rock ‘n’ Roll + Hillbilly = “Rockabilly”

Ad of the 1st Nichi-Geki Western Carnival
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Created Sensation of “Rockabilly”

Rockabilly Singer, Sung Songs Playing Electric Guitar and 

Shaking Body, Excited Late Teens Girls

Audience of 45,000 for 7 Shows

1) Three Top Rockabilly Star ------”Keijiro Yamashita, Masaaki Hirao and Mickey Curtiss” &

Hisahiko Iida, Kazuya Kosaka, Hiroshi Mizuhara, Kyu Sakamoto, Takuya Joe, Hiroshi Inoue

Mitsuo Sagawa, Takeshi Teramoto, Chosuke Ikariya et al. Became Popular Entertainers

2) Established Music Culture Like Sensation of “Electric Guitar Sounds” & “Group Sounds” 

From This Stage
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2) Authentic Country Music Concert ----“Tokyo Grand Ole Opry”

Radio Program “Sunday Western” by Bunka Broadcast, Started in 1957,

Loved and Enlightened Authentic Country & Western Music, away from “Rockabilly”

Gave Concert “Tokyo Grand Ole Opry” in 1960

by Fun Club Members of “Sunday Western”, 

Seiji Wada, Tamotsu Hoshino and Yoshiaki Komma 

Founders of Tokyo Grand Ole Opry Stage of Tokyo Grand Ole Opry
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Program of Tokyo Grand Ole Opry 

Held at Tokyo Video Hall Monthly

<Regular Performers>

M. Harada & Wagon Aces

K. Teramoto & Country Gentlemen

J. Tokita & Mountain Playboys

Robert Tainaka & Smoky Rangers

Biji Kuroda, Yoshio Ohno

USA Air Force Bands    etc

Home Page of J. T. Kanehira

Kind Offer by S. Mabuchi
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Invited Great Country Music Stars to Japan

1962/Nov. Johnny Cash w/June Carter

1963/Apr. Ferlin Huskey

1964/Feb. Hank Snow

1964/May       Little Jimmie Dickens

1964/May  Roy Acuff

1964/Nov. Marty Robbins

1965/Oct. Pop & Country (Nashville Sound)

Chet Atkins, Hank Locklin, Browns, Skeeter Davis et al

1966/Dec. Sons of Pioneers

1967/Feb. Buck Owens & Buckaroos

1967/Mar. Hank Thompson

“Country and Western” Magazine, No. 16(Aug. 1966), p33        Toshiyuki Tsuda; MA Thesis(2006)
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4. 3   3 Japanese “Western” Musicians, Clung to Country Music

1) Jimmie Tokita 

2) Keiichi Teramoto

3) Yoshio Ohno

Graduated from University

Loved Country Music for Their Lifetime
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1) Jimmie Tokita

Born in Tokyo in 1936

Joined in Hiroshi Toyama’s Western Ramblers, 

the First Country Band in Japan, at 15 Years Old in 1951

Formed Student Country Music Band “Western Jolly Boys”

with Yoshio Ohno in 1952
Formed “Mountain Playboys” in 1957 while a Student of Aoyama University

Recorded His First Record in 1962

Produced Lots of Talent ; Chosuke Ikariya, Kiyohiko Ozaki, Takeshi Terauchi et al

Played in the US from 1967 to 1969

Passed away in 2000

Jimmie Tokita & Mountain Playboys
Home Page of J. T. Kanehira
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Released LP Albums
Home Page of J. T. Kanehira
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2) Keiichi Teramoto 

Born in Tokyo in 1933

Joined in Chuck Wagon Boys and Wagon Masters 

during His College Days, for 8 Years, in Aoyama University

Formed “Swing West” with Takeo Hori, 

Famous Founder of Entertainment Production, in 1957

Formed His own Band “Keiichi Teramoto and Country Gentlemen”, 

Then “Kelly’s Men”

Awarded “Distinguished Lifetime Achievement” from CMA in 1991

Reformed His Band “Country Gentlemen” in 1993 

Released Book “Straight Line to Country Music” in 2000

The 50th Anniversary Concert for His Country Music Career in 2000

Still Playing and Singing Sometimes

35



Book Cover of “Straight Line

to Country Music” in 2010    
Days in the Band “Swing West” around in 1957

Home Page of J. T. Kanehira
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3) Yoshio Ohno

Born in Tokyo in 1931

Joined in Hawaiian Band Frankie Frau Boys in 1951  

Formed Student Country Music Band “Western Jolly Boys”

with Jimmie Tokita as Freshman of Hosei University in 1952

Joined and Played Banjo in Many Bands  ; Country Rangers(1954), 

Mountain Boys(1952-55),  Sons of Drifters(1957), and Swing West(1957) 

Performed at Grand Ole Opry as the First Orientals on May 7 in 1960  

Formed His own Band “Country Mates” in 1960

Celebrated 85 years old in 2016 and Still Performing as “Country Mates” 

Western Jolly Boys in 1952

at Grand Ole Opry on May 26, 1960

Home Page of Yoshio Ohno
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1970

2017

1965

with His Band “Country Mates” for over 55 years

LP Album Released in 1981

2014

Home Page of Yoshio Ohno
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5. Current State of Country Music in Japan and Conclusion 

2) Bluegrass Festivals

3) Bluegrass Music Journal, “MoonShiner”

1) Country Music Festivals

3rd Sun. in Oct.,  since 1989, by C. Nagatani

Audience of 20 Thousands thru JPN

Invited : Bill Monroe, H. Thompson,

Emmylou Harris, R. Skaggs, Connie Smith,

M. Stuart, B. Paisley, Toby Keith et al

Over 20 Bluegrass Festivals a Year in Japan        

Annual Takarazuka Bluegrass Festival

The 45th Festival, Aug. 4 – Aug. 7 in 2016   over 100 Bands on Stage

Organized by Toshio Watanabe of BOM Service

Monthly Bluegrass Music Journal

Edited by Sab. Watanabe Inoue

For 34 Years since 1984

40 – 50 Pages

A) Country Gold

B) Country Dream

“Country Gold” at Aso, Kumamoto

2nd Sun. in Oct. at Kyoto Since 1988

Organized by Kenji Nagatomi

5.1 Current State of Country Music in Japan
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5.2  Conclusion

76 Years, the World War II Ended

“Country Dream” at Kyoto

Japanese Country Music

Essentially Brought to Japan by Occupation Forces

& AFRS and Developed as Business to Entertain GIs

Founded Basis of Japanese Popular Music from

Stages of Western Music, Influenced by Rockabilly

1) Created Sensation of Electric-Guitar Sounds and 

Group Sounds

2) Brought up Many Singers, Musicians and Entertainers in Various Fields 

Has Taken Root in Japan by Authentic Japanese Country Singers

Has Been Supported by Enthusiastic and Highly Educated

Country Music Fans Here and There throughout Japan
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Dedicate my presentation to

The Late Mr. Sadahiro Mabuchi and The Late Mr. Toshiyuki Tsuda

Special Thanks to

Yoshio Ohno and J. T. Kanehira

and Very Special Thank to my wife Junko Yamaguchi

Kenichi Yamaguchi

at Belmont University in Nashville Tennessee on June 1 in 2017

34th Annual International Country Music Conference

Thank you for your kind attention.
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